OCURL LWL Dorcaldl Aol jbil]lﬂb_

of2

Puerio Rican Christmas

A Puerto Rican Christrnas

Navidad is the best of Puerto Rican culture. Nowhere else is Christmas celebrated like in Borinquen. Navidad is the time of tradition,
aguinaldos, décimas, y de ser jibaro Puettorriquefio.

Chrigtmas celebrations in Puerto Rico begin very earty in Decernber and do-not stop on December 25th. The celebrations can continue into
the middle of January if vou comsider the "octavas and octavitas”. The big Clwistmas celebrations arg; December 24 - Nochebuena;

December 25 - Navidad; December 31 - Despedida de Afio; and the biggest and most important of all for the children, of course, el Dia de
Reves on January 6th, :

What makes our Christmas different? First, most "Ricans” pretend fo be jibaros {or claim to be from el campo) during the holidays, We have
a"pava" (fradifional straw-hat) in storage just for Christmas. '

Puerto Ricans are known for their unforgettable "parrandas or trullas navidefias", A parrands 18 when a small group of friends gathers
together to "asaitar” or surprise another friend. It's the Puerto Rican version of Christmas caroling, Most parranderos play some sort of
instrument, either puitarras, tamborites, glliro maracas, or palitos. And they all sing, A parranda tends fo be more secular than religious
however many of the traditional aguimldos (Puerto Rican Christmas songs) retain the holiday spirit,

The parranderos arrive at the destination and then very quietly gather by the front door. Ata signal ali start playing their instruments and
singing. The parrandas usuatly begin afier 14pm in order t surprise and wake the sleeping friend. The parranderos are invited in and
refreshments, music and dance follow. Of course we dorft surprise unsuspecting victims. The parranderos are given plenty of "hinis" before
hand by the homeowner that he is ready to receive a parranda.

The party goes on for an hour or two then everyone, including the owners of the house, leave to parrandear some more. The group grows as

they offer their parranda at several houses diring that night. At the last house probably around 3 or 4-in the morning the homeowner offers the )

traditional chicken soup or asopao de pollo, The party is over at dawn,

Part of the holiday festivities inchudes cooking a pig on 2 spit. Most Puerto Ricans will feel their

Christmas was a little incomplete if they did not get to participate or enjoy an old fashioned lechén
asao. Cooking the pig is a big event. The pig is purchased and prepared a couple ol days zhead. On
he "big day” the pig is mounsed on 2 stick and put to cook as early at 4 in the morning, At least two
peaple must be on "watch” with the pig to turn it and make sure al! goes weil, Friends and relatives
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begin arriving later in the morning (this is an all day parly.) While the pig roasts there is lots of holiday music. Older women will be inthe

kitchen cooking side dishes that will accompany the lechon. Children will be playing tag and getting in rouble. Guests bring traditional
holiday desserts. .

Traditiona! Puerto Rican Christmas foods such as pasieles, fechén asado, arroz con dulce, tembieque, and coquite give Puerto Ricans a
separate identity from the rest of the world. Before Puerto Rican traditions became influenced by American culture Christmas Day was a

joviul day and some gifis were received at some houses, but it was not from San Nicolas. Santa couldn't make it 1o the tropics in his hot wool
suit with cap and raindeer. Our holiday gifts used to be from Los Reyes Magos.

Our Reyes celebration begins on the eve of Three Kings Day. On the evening of January 5th Puerto Rican children go outside with scissors
and shoe hoxes o cut grass for the camels to eat. The grass goes into shoe boxes and the boxes are placed under the beds of parents,

grandparents, godparents, uncles, aunts, efc. Some time during the night Los Reyes come and while their camels eat the grass Los Reyes fill
the shoe boxes 1o overflowing with gifis, and sweets, and many wonderful things.

It is hard for Boricuas to keep our Navidad traditions especially living inplaces where it gets very cold. But we excel at improvisation.
Make sure your children experience an o}d fashioned parranda. And dorft forget to always ceiebrate Los Reyes. It makes unforgetable

memories. Just like there is nothing that compares to & Puerto Rican Navidad, nothing compares with what Puerto Ricans go through their first
Christmas away from the island. It is indeed a triste Navidad like the song says.

Puerio Ricans traditionally continued to celebrate Las Navidades until after Los Reyes. Celebrations began early In December and continued
urtil almost February - with the Qotavas, right after Los Reyes, and then the Octavitas, The island is loosing many of their Puerte Rican

traditions by trading them with American tradifions that is natural end is happening all over the world. Today islanders celebrate Santa and
quit right afier Los Reyes. ' '



